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*New Questions & Responses Added in Red 
 
 

Survey Monkey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PATSS2024  
 

About this Document: 
 

This guide will provide an overview of questions and answers regarding the 2024-25 Targeted School 
Safety Grants for Nonpublic Schools funding announcement and application process, which opened on 

8/8/2024. Responses will be provided as staff is able to process questions through 9/25/2024. 
 

Q&A for Municipalities, Law Enforcement, and Approved Vendors  
is located under section 4 of this document.  

 
 

Questions? 
 

Please contact PCCD staff at RA-CD-NPSEC-GRANT@pa.gov with ‘2024-25 Targeted School Safety Grants 
for Nonpublic Schools’ in the subject line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PATSS2024
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Documents/Funding%20Announcements/Nonpublic%20School%20Safety%20Funding%20Announcement%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Documents/Funding%20Announcements/Nonpublic%20School%20Safety%20Funding%20Announcement%20FINAL.pdf
mailto:RA-CD-NPSEC-GRANT@pa.gov


2 
 

Table of Contents 
     1. Eligible Activities – Nonpublic Schools ................................................................................................. 3 

2.  Application Process/General Questions - Nonpublic Schools .............................................................. 7 

3.  Eligible Applicants – Nonpublic Schools ............................................................................................. 11 

    4.  Municipalities, Law Enforcement, and Approved Vendors Q&A………………………………………..…………..13 
 
 

  



3 
 

1.  Eligible Activities/Expenses – Nonpublic Schools 
 
1.1.   What types of activities or items can I apply for? 

Answer: Funding may be used to support any eligible activity under 24 P.S. §13-1306-B(j) and to 
fund programs that address school mental health, school violence, or enhance school security, 
including costs associated with the training and compensation of school security personnel.   
 
Some general examples of eligible activities that align with Baseline Criteria standards can be 
found in the Behavioral Health Baseline Criteria Standards with Grant Funding Examples and the 
Physical Security Baseline Criteria Standards with Grant Funding Examples documents.  

 
NOTE: Due to the competitive nature of these grants, PCCD cannot weigh in on allowable 
projects or expenses.  
 

1.2.  The Physical Security Baseline Criteria (2023) Level 1 examples give an appropriate eligible project 
activity as, “purchase and/or installation of external doors” and says to see Section 1306-B(J)(1-31) is 
Activity 12. However, I do not see door upgrades under number 12. Is this considered security-related 
technology and would upgrading/replacing regular glass windows with shatter resistant/proof at the 
front entrance of a school building fall under number 12 of this section too? 

Answer: Yes. Activity 12 allows for the purchase of security-related technology, which includes a 
wide range of eligible physical security items, including door upgrades and glass window 
replacement with shatter resistant/proof glass. Please refer to the Physical Security Baseline 
Criteria (2023) with Examples document on our Baseline Criteria webpage for further examples 
of eligible items and their related project activities. 
 

1.3.  If a Resource Officer is allowable, what information will be required to be provided and can they 
use an agency of their choosing for an RO? 

Answer:  Applicants for the Targeted School Safety Grant Program for Nonpublic Schools are 
eligible to apply for funding to support school security personnel, which include school police 
officers, school resource officers, and school security guards. The requirements of Article XIII-C 
of the PA Public School Code apply to individuals filling these roles.  
 
Professional Services, such as school security services, are exempt from procurement 
requirements providing the costs are reasonable.   

 
1.4.  Are schools required to have completed a Physical Security Assessment or Behavioral Health  
Assessment? If so, is this required to be completed by one of the state-identified providers? 

Answer: Schools are not required to complete a Physical Security Assessment or Behavioral 
Health Assessment, nor are they required to utilize an individual listed on the School Safety and 
Security Assessor Registry, in order to apply for funding from PCCD under this solicitation. 
Having an assessment conducted does assist, however, in identifying gaps in security and 
behavioral health needs, and as such, is encouraged. Individuals listed on the School Safety and 
Security Assessor Registry are also required to provide an assessment that meets SSSC 
assessment standards.  
 
In addition, PCCD will give priority consideration, under this competitive funding announcement, 
for requests to address gaps identified in physical or behavioral health assessments meeting 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20Grants%20-%20Eligible%20Activities%20List%20from%20Section%201306-B.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Revised%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards.aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Revised%20PCCD%20Behavioral%20Health%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards%20(2023)%20with%20Examples.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Revised%20PCCD%20Physical%20Security%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards%20(2023)%20with%20Examples.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Revised%20PCCD%20Physical%20Security%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards%20(2023)%20with%20Examples.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Revised%20PCCD%20Physical%20Security%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards%20(2023)%20with%20Examples.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Revised%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=014&chpt=13C
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Assessment-Criteria.aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Assessment-Criteria.aspx
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
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SSSC assessment standards completed by an individual on the SSSC assessor registry or to 
requests to meet Level 1 Baseline Criteria as identified in the funding announcement.  

 
1.5.   If we have not had a Physical Security Assessment in the last 3 years, how can we get one done in 
time to submit the grant? Who should conduct the assessment? Do they have to be registered school 
safety assessment vendors? Can it be conducted by a rep of Homeland Security? Do we need to submit 
it with our application? 

Answer: Schools are not required to complete a Physical Security Assessment in order to submit 
an initial request for funding under this solicitation, nor are they required to utilize an individual 
listed on the School Safety and Security Assessor Registry. Having an assessment conducted 
does assist, however, in identifying gaps in security needs. Individuals listed on the SSSC 
assessor registry are also required to provide an assessment that meets SSSC assessment 
standards.  
 
Ultimately, it is up to the school to determine who would be the best person to conduct an 
assessment; however, for grant priority consideration under this competitive solicitation, the 
assessment should be conducted by an individual on the SSSC assessor registry. If an assessment 
is completed, PCCD requests that only the first page of the assessment that includes the date of 
the assessment and only the pages referencing the items or activities requested be attached to 
the initial request form.   

 
1.6.   If we have never had a behavioral health assessment, how can we get one done in time to submit 
the grant? Who should conduct the assessment? Do they have to be a registered behavioral health 
assessor on the SSSC's registry? Can it be conducted by a licensed psychologist who isn't on the registry? 
Do we need to submit it with our application? 

Answer: Schools are not required to complete a Behavioral Health Assessment in order to 
submit an initial request for funding under this solicitation, nor are they required to utilize an 
individual listed on the School Safety and Security Assessor Registry. Having an assessment 
conducted does assist, however, in identifying gaps in behavioral health needs. Individuals listed 
on the SSSC assessor registry are also required to provide an assessment that meets SSSC 
assessment standards.  
 
Ultimately, it is up to the school to determine who would be the best person to conduct an 
assessment; however, for grant priority consideration under this competitive solicitation, the 
assessment should be conducted by an individual on the SSSC assessor registry. If an assessment 
is completed, PCCD requests that only the first page of the assessment that includes the date of 
the assessment and only the pages referencing the items or activities requested be attached to 
the initial request form.   

 
1.7.  Do items from Level 1 need to be completed/obtained/checked off before a school can request 
funding for level 2 items and upgrades?   

Answer: It is not required to meet all the requirements in Level 1 Baseline Criteria before 
seeking funding for other eligible project activities under the Targeted School Safety for 
Nonpublic Schools grant; however, priority consideration under this competitive funding 
announcement will be given to support applicants seeking to meet ‘Level 1’ of the Baseline 
Criteria, which are standards that assist school entities in guiding their decisions about their 
physical security and behavioral health needs. 
 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Revised%20Baseline%20Criteria%20Standards.aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Assessment-Criteria.aspx
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/Assessment-Criteria.aspx
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/#/
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1.8. Are there specific vendors that are approved vendors to provide school security personnel services 
within nonpublic schools?  

Answer: Eligible approved vendors are those that were previously approved by the PA 
Department of Education or are on the PCCD’s School Security Guard Vendor List. 
 

1.9. Are schools able to apply for both physical and behavioral services? Or should they choose just 
one category to apply under?  

Answer: Schools can apply for both physical and/or behavioral health items/services.    
 

1.10. On personnel, can armed school security be employed by the school, or do they need to be 
municipal employees or, as in the past, employed by approved security vendors and contracted to the 
schools? 

Answer: Please refer to Article XIII-C of the PA Public School Code for requirements regarding 
school security personnel. 

 
1.11.   If a municipality applies for $75,000 grant on a nonpublic school’s behalf for a School Resource 
Officer (SRO), can the nonpublic school ALSO apply for $75,000 under this solicitation (Targeted School 
Safety for Nonpublic School solicitation) for something else? 

Answer: Yes. 
 

1.12. Can this grant pay for a school resource officer for upcoming school years, even though the  
school resource office has already been hired for the current school year? 

Answer: Applicants may request funding for new, unbudgeted costs that are eligible for 
reimbursement under this grant program. More information about “Eligible Projects and 
Expenses” is available in the funding announcement.  
 

1.13. If we asked for security guard expenses in our nonpublic grant but then our vendor receives the  
$75,000 award to use on our behalf, can we remove the guard expenses from our award and move the 
money to another funded item?  We want to apply for guards in our grant in case our vendor does not 
receive the award, but we won't need that budget item if the grant is won on our behalf.  

Answer: Due to the competitive nature of these funds, only the items approved through the 
initial SurveyMonkey request submitted by the nonpublic school will be allowable. While 
expenses can be moved between approved budget line-item categories, please note that major 
scope changes are not allowed.   
 

1.14. Is it possible to change the allocation of requested amounts after the grant is awarded if the 
quotes we receive from vendors change? For example, if we request $30,000 for security cameras, 
$5,000 for door access control, and $40,000 for a building alarm system, and are granted an award, can 
we change the amounts to $35,000 for security cameras, $2,000 for door access control and $38,000 for 
an alarm system, if our bids vary significantly after the awards have been made?  

Answer: Estimates are allowed during the initial request process through SurveyMonkey. If 
selected for an award, applicants will work with PCCD staff on finalizing their budget requests to 
match actual expenditures. While expenses can be moved between approved budget line-item 
categories to better align with actual expenses, please note that major scope changes are not 
allowed.    
 

 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/fundinggrants/Pages/ApprovedSchoolPoliceOfficerVendorList.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/fundinggrants/Pages/ApprovedSchoolPoliceOfficerVendorList.aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/School-Security-Third-Party-Vendors.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=014&chpt=13C
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1.15. For the grant application is partial funding a possibility for an award? For example, if we have 
multiple priorities under the same grant application can one receive funding but not the other, or is it all 
or nothing? Just wanted to know how we may need to focus our application efforts. 

Answer: The School Safety and Security Committee, in its discretion, may award in whole or in 
part a request made by a school entity in its grant application based upon the merit of a specific 
item requested. 

 
1.16. This question applies to grant applications from nonpublic schools. Can you please explain #18 in 
the eligible activities list which allows funding towards "costs associated with the training and 
compensation of school security personnel"?  Can the personnel being funded work directly through the 
school's payroll or does this require the hiring of guards through approved vendors?  

Answer:  Yes, the school security personnel, which includes school police officers, school 
resource officers, and school security guards, may be funded directly through the school’s 
payroll.  

 
1.17. Is this solicita�on different from nonprofit security grant fund?    

Answer: Yes. While they both support security needs, the FY24-25 Targeted School Safety Grants 
for Nonpublic Schools is a totally separate solicita�on from the Nonprofit Security Grant 
Program. 

 

1.18. Is what was put in the Survey Monkey the only items that funding can be used for?  
Answer: The list of items or ac�vi�es that are allowed for grant funding can be found in Sec�on 
1306-B(J) of the PA Public School Code.  

 
1.19. Are cell phone pouches a Level 1 Baseline Criteria-allowed item?   

Answer: Lockable cell phone pouches are not a Level 1 baseline criteria item; however, nothing 
precludes a nonpublic school from seeking funding to support this ac�vity, par�cularly if they 
meet all other Level 1 baseline criteria for behavioral health needs.  
 

1.20. Will adding a dedicated entrance and parking for buses qualify for this funding?   
Answer: Yes. Improving the security of entrances (e.g., bollards and concrete for bollard 
installa�on, fencing, gates, or parking lot construc�on designed to improve the safety of building 
entrances) qualify as a poten�al Level 1 ac�vity. School en��es should note relevant assessment 
findings for "cri�cal areas," if applicable. 
 

1.21.  In the application, where you have to check whether the baseline criteria are in place at your 
school, it mentions that you don't have to check stuff that's not required of nonpublic schools -- how do 
I know (where do I look to know) what is required of nonpublic schools? Do we have to say what isn't in 
place if we are not seeking funding for it? 

Answer: Most of the Level 1 Baseline Criteria for Behavioral Health are tied to statutory 
mandates on public schools. While the Level 1 Baseline Criteria for Physical Security are, for the 
most part, not tied to statutory mandates, they were developed by physical security assessors 
and experts as strongly recommended as a basic level of security that all schools should meet. 
Again, it is not required to meet all the requirements in Level 1 Baseline Criteria before seeking 
funding for other eligible project activities under the Targeted School Safety for Nonpublic 
Schools grant; however, priority consideration under this competitive funding announcement 
will be given to support applicants seeking to meet Level 1 of the Baseline Criteria. 
 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20Grants%20-%20Eligible%20Activities%20List%20from%20Section%201306-B.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20Grants%20-%20Eligible%20Activities%20List%20from%20Section%201306-B.pdf
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1.22. If a recommended item on a security assessment is identified but not a level 1 baseline criteria, is 
that also prioritized? 

Answer: Yes, as long as the assessment was conducted by either a member of the PSP RVAT unit 
or an individual on the SSSC approved assessor registry. 

 

2. Application Process/General Questions 
 
2.1.   Will nonpublic schools have to go through their local IU if they are recommended for funding?  

Answer: No. Per Act 55 of 2024, nonpublic schools no longer need to formally apply through 
their Intermediate Unit (IU) if approved by PCCD for funding.  If an applicant’s initial funding 
request submitted via SurveyMonkey is recommended for funding by the SSSC, the applicant 
will be contacted to finalize a formal application within PCCD’s Egrants system.   
 

2.2.   Can you clarify what you mean by non-supplantation of funding?  
Answer: Per the PA Public School Code, grant funds shall be used to supplement and not 

 supplant existing spending on school safety and security. Requested funds should be used to 
 enhance and add to security within each school entity.  The following provides examples to 
 assist in determining whether the requested activities are considered supplantation.  

 
Supplantation is NOT: 
- Requesting school safety funding in a subsequent year for the same purpose and amount 

awarded in a previous grant.  
- Requesting items/personnel that are currently funded but not currently 

included/reoccurring in the school entities budget (e.g. other grant funds, temporary funds, 
etc.). 

- Requesting additional funding to increase the hours of personnel currently part-time or 
increase program/activity capacity (e.g. adding additional cameras above and beyond what 
is currently budgeted).   

 
Supplantation is: 
- Requesting funding for activities/personnel/items currently included in the school entity’s 

yearly budget.  
- Utilizing grant funds to retroactively support expenses already procured (e.g., using grant 

funds to pay ongoing expenses as part of a previously executed contract or purchase order). 
 
2.4.   In terms of application, if we have multiple locations, can we submit an application as an 
organization or we would submit different applications for our different sites.  

Answer: If each campus of the nonpublic school is recognized with a separate AUN, they are 
each eligible to submit an application for up to $75,000 for each location.  

 
2.5. We currently consult regularly with a Homeland Security Protective Security Advisor. Is there any 
way for him to apply to be a security assessor for purposes of this grant and have his application 
approved in time for him to assess our facility? It sounds like the process can take some time.  

Answer:  Per Section 1304-B of the PA Public School Code, the School Safety and Security 
Committee has established a set of criteria for registrants with knowledge and experience in 
matters of school safety and security that qualifies a person to conduct assessments based upon 
the Committee's adopted assessment criteria (see Registration Criteria). Any individual 
interested in applying to be included on the provider registry should refer to the School Safety 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Assessment%20Criteria/Assessor%20Registration%20Criteria%20.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20%20Security%20-%20Keystone%20Login.pdf
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Provider Registry Guide (PDF) and visit the School Safety Provider Registry Application webpage 
to submit their initial application for consideration by the Committee. School entities interested 
in locating an approved assessor can refer to the Provider Registry. Please note that PCCD staff 
cannot guarantee that an application for an individual to be considered for the registry received 
at this time will be processed prior to the end of this solicitation’s application period.  
 

2.6.  I am currently working on several applications for nonpublic schools in my region.  After I 
submitted the first application, I am receiving an error in SurveyMonkey that states that I already 
answered the survey.  What should I do?   

Answer: The SurveyMonkey initial request form is formatted to only accept one survey per IP, or 
per computer. To work around this issue, you can try to utilize different web browsers (e.g., 
Google Chrome, Mozilla Fox, Opera, Safari, Microsoft Edge, etc.) or deleting the browsers’ 
cookies. If those options do not work, you may need to utilize another computer to create and 
submit another application.    
 

2.7. Will you get priority funding if you do a self-assessment and need funding to meet level 1 criteria? 
Or do you need to have an approved assessor to get the priority funding? 

Answer: As noted on the funding announcement, priority consideration under this competitive 
funding announcement will be for requests to address gaps identified in physical or behavioral 
health assessments meeting SSSC assessment standards and requests to meet ‘Level 1’ of the 
Baseline Criteria. Self-assessments are certainly encouraged, but for the purposes of this 
solicitation, will not count toward priority consideration if the assessment was not conducted by 
an individual on the SSSC registry, who are required to conduct assessments to SSSC standards. 
However, meeting a Level 1 Baseline Criterion still merits priority consideration under this 
solicitation.  

 

2.8. With SurveyMonkey can we save drafts to come back to before submitting? 

Answer: Yes, you can continue to work on your SurveyMonkey application until it is formally 

submitted.  You will need to utilize the same computer to access the survey.   

 
2.9. I already submitted an initial request in SurveyMonkey but forgot to include some information 

and/or want to include more information.  Can I resubmit? 
Answer: Yes, you may resubmit requests in SurveyMonkey at any time up to the 11:45 PM 
deadline on Thursday, September 26, 2024, but ultimately only one request per nonpublic 
school will be reviewed. PCCD will use the last submitted request from the nonpublic school in 
the review process and will not consider earlier submittals. Please note that requests are 
competitive so applicants should make every attempt to ensure that their initial request 
submittal is accurate and complete. Please also reference Question 2.6 above in case you run 
into any difficulties submitting multiple requests from the same computer. 
 

2.10. Can you explain the procurement process that nonpublic schools will engage in during this new  
round of funding?  

Answer: All procurement transactions shall be conducted in a manner that provides open and 
free competition. Grant recipients must follow all applicable Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
procurement guidelines applicable to school entities or the entity’s own procurement guidelines 
if those are more restrictive. School entities must maintain documentation to support all 
procurement transactions and adherence to all applicable guidelines. Supporting documentation 
must be provided when requested. 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20%20Security%20-%20Keystone%20Login.pdf
https://portal.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety
https://schoolsafetyregistry.pccd.pa.gov/
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Current thresholds are: 
Less than $12,600 is a considered a micro-purchase and there are no requirements. 
$12,600-$23,200: price/rate quotes must be obtained from at least three qualified sources. 
$23,200 or more, public solicitation of bids. Firm fixed price contract awarded to the responsible 
bidder lowest in price. 
 
Professional services, such as counseling and school security personnel, are exempt from 
procurement requirements providing the costs are reasonable. 
 
Procurements by noncompetitive proposal are strongly discouraged and must demonstrate an 
economic benefit or lack of alternate resources to be justified.  If a request is made, the 
prospective applicant must identify the request as a procurement by noncompetitive proposal 
and provide a substantial justification for the request within their funding request (See PCCD’s 
Applicant’s Manual for Procurement by Noncompetitive Proposal Approval Procedure).   
 
Please note that using a cooperative purchasing mechanism does not, itself, comply with bid 
requirements. It is the responsibility of the school entity to retrieve the minimum number of 
quotes or solicited bids required. Documentation must be maintained and made available upon 
request to support compliance. 
 

2.11. What is the start date of the funding?   
Answer: If recommended for funding, projects will begin January 1, 2025 and be up to 18-month 
projects.  Grant expenditures must be incurred during the project period of the grant.  PCCD will 
not be able to reimburse the grantee for expenses prior to that date.   
 

2.12. If we are funded for a certain dollar amount per item, can we amend the budget if the actual 
expenses are different from what was quoted?    

Answer: If you submit an estimate with your initial request form within SurveyMonkey, and you 
are selected for an award, you will receive additional instruction as to how to develop your final 
budget request through your respective IU and PCCD.   
 

2.13. Is it possible to print a copy of the application we submit?  If so, where/how?  
Answer: PCCD will not be able to provide you with a copy of your SurveyMonkey application. 
We suggest that you develop your application in a Word document and/or print off each page of 
the survey prior to your submission if you want a copy.   

 
2.14. If an organization had a threat assessment conducted by a non-approved assessor, such as an 
Emergency Management assessor or a Homeland Security Officer, can we upload the relevant pages to 
show our level 1 gaps? Can we give you their name, even if they aren't approved? We would like to back 
up our need with law enforcement expertise, even if it wasn't conducted by someone on the approved 
assessor list.  

Answer: Please limit any assessment attachments and responses to those that relate to an 
assessment conducted by an individual recognized to perform such assessments on the PCCD 
School Safety and Security Assessor Registry or the PA State Police Risk and Vulnerability 
Assessment Team. Nothing precludes you, however, from providing that information as part of 
your project narrative.  
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2.15. Are all expenses reimbursed? Or will schools be granted the full award upfront?  
Answer: Grant funds are paid by PCCD to grantees on a reimbursement basis. PCCD allows 
grantees to submit reimbursement requests as frequently as necessary to alleviate possible cash 
flow issues that may arise with multiple expensive purchases. PCCD will work with grantees to 
ensure that any cash flow concerns are addressed in a timely manner. 
 

2.16. How do we calculate the ADM?   
Answer: For the purposes of this solicita�on, the nonpublic school is not required to calculate 
their average daily membership. Supplying the total number of students enrolled as of the 
beginning of the school year, or at the �me of submi�ng the applica�on, is appropriate. 
 

2.17. Will there be another opportunity in the Spring of 2025 to apply?   
Answer: Funding is con�ngent upon the passage of the state budget, which typically passes at 
the end of the state’s fiscal year, which is around June 30th.  If more funding is allocated next 
year, the next solicita�on will likely be 30-60 days following the passage of the budget.  
 

2.18. Where do I find informa�on about grant management, financial management, procurement, 
audit, processes and procedures? Do the state guidelines mirror UGG? 

Answer: Please visit the Grants Financial Management page of PCCD’s website at 
h�ps://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Pages/Grants-Financial-Management.aspx. You will find 
guidance there related to all aspects of financial grant administra�on including, but not limited 
to: 

PCCD Applicant’s Manual 
PCCD Grant Recipient Post Award Checklist 
Accoun�ng System Requirements 

 
The procurement requirements and thresholds for this specific funding solicita�on are as follows 
and may be fund in the funding solicita�on: 

 
Schools may follow their own procurement procedures but must meet the minimum 
requirements for PCCD’s school safety and security funding as shown below. Purchases may not 
be piecemealed for the purpose of evading these requirements.  

  

State Threshold for Goods/Supplies 
(Services are exempt) State Requirements 

   

Less than $12,600 No Requirements    
  

      

$12,600 - $23,199 

Obtain/document price or rate quotations from a 
reasonable number of qualified sources (at least 3) 

  

Written or documented quotes   

      

$23,200 or more 

Bids are publicly solicited   

Firm fixed price contract awarded to the responsible bidder 
lowest in price 

  

 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Pages/Grants-Financial-Management.aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Documents/Applicants%20Manual/Applicants%20Manual%20-%20Current%20Version.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Documents/PCCD%20Post-award%20Checklist.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Documents/Accounting%20System%20Requirements.pdf
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2.19. For small nonprofit, nonpublic schools, what assistance will be provided in paying for items if 
they do not have funding to pay and be reimbursed?   

Answer: Schools may submit interim fiscal reports as o�en as they like to alleviate cash flow 
issues that may occur if they only submi�ed fiscal reports quarterly. PCCD also understands that 
all grantees may not have enough cash on hand to be able to purchase more expensive items or 
services on a reimbursement basis and PCCD will work with grantees in those situa�ons to 
provide funding in a �mely manner. 
 

2.20. We have two projects in mind.   One is focused on physical security and the other on urgent 
behavioral interventions.  Should these be included on a single application or on two separate requests? 

Answer: Please include all requests in a single application. All eligible nonpublic schools are 
limited to one application per entity. 
 

2.21. If our school was assessed by a RVAT but it was more than 3 years ago, can we s�ll answer "yes" 
to ques�on 22 and then list his name in ques�on 23? (We are planning to apply for things recommended 
in his assessment). 

Answer: If your school facility underwent an assessment by the Pennsylvania State Police’s RVAT 
unit or an individual on the SSSC’s assessor registry, and your assessed facility has not been 
majorly altered or renovated since your original assessment, it is allowable to answer “yes” to 
question 22, but please note the date that the assessment was completed in question 23. 

 

3. Eligible Applicants 
 
3.1. Who is eligible to apply under the 2024-25 Targeted School Safety Grants for Nonpublic Schools? 

Answer: This competitive funding announcement is specifically for the following eligible entities: 
• Nonpublic schools, which are defined by Section 923.3-A of the PA Public School Code as 
“any school, other than a public school within this Commonwealth, wherein a resident of this 
Commonwealth may legally fulfill the compulsory school attendance requirements of this act  
and which meets the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Public Law 88-352, 
78 Stat. 241),” which also include Approved Private Schools and Private Residential 
Rehabilitative Institutions, to support activities allowed under 24 P.S. §13-1306-B(j) or 
programs that address school violence by establishing or enhancing school security, including 
costs associated with the training and compensation of school security personnel; and 
• Municipalities, law enforcement agencies, and approved vendors to support school security 
personnel services for public school entities and nonpublic schools.   

 
3.2.  Can a child day-care provider apply for funding under this solicitation? 

Answer: No, only nonpublic schools, which are defined by Section 923.3-A of the PA Public 
School Code as “any school, other than a public school within this Commonwealth, wherein a 
resident of this Commonwealth may legally fulfill the compulsory school attendance 
requirements of this act and which meets the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (Public Law 88-352, 78 Stat. 241),” are eligible to submit an initial request survey form 
directly to PCCD via the SurveyMonkey. 

 
3.3.  Would a kindergarten-only school be eligible to apply?  Or is this limited to schools with grades one 
and up? 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=9A&sctn=23&subsctn=3
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=9A&sctn=23&subsctn=3
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=9A&sctn=23&subsctn=3
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Answer: A kindergarten-only school is not eligible since it serves students who are not covered 
under Pennsylvania’s compulsory school attendance laws. Per Section 1326 of the PA Public 
School Code, compulsory school age attendance begins no later than age six (6) in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Per 22 Pa. Code § 51.62. Admission of students, the minimum 
entry age for beginning students is grade 1. Since the definition of eligible nonpublic schools 
require the legal fulfillment of compulsory school attendance requirements, only those 
nonpublic schools providing grade 1 and above are eligible to submit an initial request survey 
form directly to PCCD via the SurveyMonkey.  

 
3.4.  Are early education centers that provide PA Department of Education licensed Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten eligible to apply for this grant?  

Answer: Early education centers that provide pre-K and kindergarten-only school are not eligible 
since the center serves students who are not covered under Pennsylvania’s compulsory school 
attendance laws. Per Section 1326 of the PA Public School Code, compulsory school age 
attendance begins no later than age six (6) in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Per 22 Pa. 
Code § 51.62. Admission of students, the minimum entry age for beginning students is grade 1. 
Since the definition of eligible nonpublic schools require the legal fulfillment of compulsory 
school attendance requirements, only those nonpublic schools providing grade 1 and above are 
eligible to submit an initial request survey form directly to PCCD via the SurveyMonkey.   

 
3.5.  Are Neglected & Delinquent facilities eligible for the nonpublic school safety grant or the 
competitive school safety grant?  

Answer: Eligibility for the Targeted Nonpublic School Safety solicitation is for nonpublic schools, 
which are defined by Section 923.3-A of the PA Public School Code. Nonpublic schools can utilize 
PDE’s EDNA to determine if they meet the this definition.    

 
3.6. I work at a High School, and we’ve been the recipient of the Targeted School Safety Grants this past 
year (awarded in the spring and needs to be fulfilled by 2026). Are we eligible to apply for this again this 
September with an additional project, or do we have to wait one full cycle until the project is 
completed?  

Answer: Entities that have received an award in a prior year may submit a request for funding, 
but prior awards may be taken into consideration during the competitive review process.  

 
3.7. What is an “Approved Private School”? 

Answer: An approved private school is a private school licensed by the State Board of Private 
Academic Schools when the specific special educa�on program for certain excep�onal 
handicapped persons is approved by the Secretary and is thereby eligible to receive payments 
for tui�on, or tui�on and maintenance, from funds of the school district or the Commonwealth, 
or both. A lis�ng of approved private schools can be found on the PA Department of Educa�on’s 
website here: APS Directory (pa.gov). 
 

3.8. Are non profit organiza�ons able to apply for these grants?   
Answer: Eligible applicants for this solicita�on are nonpublic schools, including approved private 
schools and PRRIs; and municipali�es, law enforcement and approved security vendors seeking 
funds to support school security personnel. 
 

3.9. Is a Catholic Diocese eligible to apply to request funding for security services provided across the 
schools in the diocese? 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=26&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=26&subsctn=0
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter51/s51.62.html&d=reduce#:~:text=A%20school%20shall%20permit%20a,first%20grade%20without%20parental%20consent.
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=26&subsctn=0
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter51/s51.62.html&d=reduce#:~:text=A%20school%20shall%20permit%20a,first%20grade%20without%20parental%20consent.
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter51/s51.62.html&d=reduce#:~:text=A%20school%20shall%20permit%20a,first%20grade%20without%20parental%20consent.
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Federal%20Programs/TitleIPartD/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edna.pa.gov/Screens/wfSearchEntity.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Special%20Education/APS%20Directory.pdf
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Answer: Nothing precludes an overarching administrative entity from submitting applications on 
behalf of an eligible applicant, but a separate application should be submitted for each eligible 
school entity. Please also reference Question 2.6 above in case you run into any difficulties 
submitting multiple requests from the same computer. 

 
3.10. Are charter schools eligible under this solicitation? 

Answer: No. Charter schools have their own noncompetitive, formula-based solicitation for 
school safety and mental health funding (see FY24-25 One Pagers for School Entities Template - 
Charters, IUs and CTCs.pdf). 
 

3.11. If we have more than one site should we submit a separate application for each site? 
Answer: Yes. Please also reference Question 2.6 above in case you run into any difficulties 
submitting multiple requests from the same computer. 
 

4.  Municipalities, Law Enforcement, and Approved Vendors Q&A 
 
4.1. What activities can Municipalities, law enforcement agencies, and approved vendors apply for?  

Answer: Municipalities, law enforcement and approved vendors are limited to apply to provide 
school security personnel services within schools.  School security personnel services include 
school police officers, school resource officers, and school security guard services. Applicants 
should be aware that all provisions of Article XIII-C (relating to school security), including training 
requirements, are applicable to projects supported under this solicitation. 
 

4.2. If a nonpublic school applies for $75,000 grant for a School Resource Officer (SRO), can an approved 
vendor ALSO apply for $75,000 under this solicitation to provide SRO services on the nonpublic schools 
behalf? 

Answer: Yes. 
 
4.3. Can you clarify what you mean by non-supplantation of funding?  

Answer: Per the PA Public School Code, grant funds shall be used to supplement and not 
 supplant existing spending on school safety and security. Requested funds should be used to 
 enhance and add to security within each school entity.  The following provides examples to 
 assist in determining whether the requested activities are considered supplantation.  

 
Supplantation is NOT: 
- Requesting school safety funding in a subsequent year for the same purpose and amount 

awarded in a previous grant.  
- Requesting items/personnel that are currently funded but not currently 

included/reoccurring in the school entities budget (e.g. other grant funds, temporary funds, 
etc.). 

- Requesting additional funding to increase the hours of personnel currently part-time or 
increase program/activity capacity (e.g. adding additional cameras above and beyond what 
is currently budgeted).   

 
Supplantation is: 
- Requesting funding for activities/personnel/items currently included in the school entity’s 

yearly budget.  

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Funding%20Announcements/2024-25%20School%20Safety%20Grants/FY24-25%20One%20Pagers%20for%20School%20Entities%20Template%20-%20Charters,%20IUs%20and%20CTCs.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/Funding%20Announcements/2024-25%20School%20Safety%20Grants/FY24-25%20One%20Pagers%20for%20School%20Entities%20Template%20-%20Charters,%20IUs%20and%20CTCs.pdf
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- Utilizing grant funds to retroactively support expenses already procured (e.g., using grant 
funds to pay ongoing expenses as part of a previously executed contract or purchase order). 

 
4.4. I already submitted an initial request in SurveyMonkey but forgot to include some information 
and/or want to include more information.  Can I resubmit? 

Answer: Yes, you may resubmit requests in SurveyMonkey at any time up to the 11:45 PM 
deadline on Thursday, September 27, 2024, but ultimately only one request per nonpublic 
school will be reviewed. PCCD will use the last submitted request from the nonpublic school in 
the review process and will not consider earlier submittals. Please note that requests are 
competitive so applicants should make every attempt to ensure that their initial request 
submittal is accurate and complete. Please also reference Question 2.6 above in case you run 
into any difficulties submitting multiple requests from the same computer. 

 
4.5. What is the start date of the funding?   

Answer: If recommended for funding, projects will begin January 1, 2025 and be up to 18-month 
projects.  Grant expenditures must be incurred during the project period of the grant.  PCCD will 
not be able to reimburse the grantee for expenses prior to that date.   

 
4.6.  Is it possible to print a copy of the application we submit?  If so, where/how?  

Answer: PCCD will not be able to provide you with a copy of your SurveyMonkey application. 
We suggest that you develop your application in a Word document and/or print off each page of 
the survey prior to your submission if you want a copy.   

 
4.7. Are all expenses reimbursed? Or will schools be granted the full award upfront?  

Answer: Grant funds are paid by PCCD to grantees on a reimbursement basis. PCCD allows 
grantees to submit reimbursement requests as frequently as necessary to alleviate possible cash 
flow issues that may arise with multiple expensive purchases. PCCD will work with grantees to 
ensure that any cash flow concerns are addressed in a timely manner. 
 

4.8. Can a vendor apply on behalf of multiple schools? And if so, can they ask for $75,000 per school?  
Answer: Yes, if you are an approved vendor.  A separate application should be submitted for 
each school entity.  

 
4.9. Are counties considered a municipality under this solicitation and thus are able to apply? 

Answer: A county is an eligible applicant under this solicitation.  
 
4.10. How do I know if I’m an approved vendor?  

Answer: Eligible approved vendors are those that were previously approved by the PA 
Department of Education or PCCD’s School Security Guard Vendor List.  

 

4.11. I saw there was an area for law enforcement agencies to apply to hire personnel. The department I 
work in currently has a school resource officer program in place and I am 1 of 2 school resource officers 
covering 6 schools that are in our district. I am inquiring if there are grants that can be used for 
equipment to better prepare myself and my partner for an emergency at the schools we cover. If there 
is someone in particular I should be contacting, please let me know. 

Answer: Per Section 1306.1-B, the “committee may award targeted grants to municipalities, law 
enforcement agencies and approved vendors to fund programs that address school violence by 
establishing or enhancing school security, including costs associated with the training and 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Pages/School-Security-Third-Party-Vendors.aspx
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compensation of school security personnel.” Compensation, benefits, training, related 
equipment, and uniforms have all been considered eligible items under Activity # 18 of Section 
1306-B(j). 
 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20Grants%20-%20Eligible%20Activities%20List%20from%20Section%201306-B.pdf
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/schoolsafety/Documents/School%20Safety%20Grants%20-%20Eligible%20Activities%20List%20from%20Section%201306-B.pdf
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